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Jean Pearce (right)

Lifelines
LOUISE GEORGE KITTAKA
SPECIAL TO THE JAPAN TIMES

fthe United States had Ann Landers
and Dear Abby, and Britain had Marge
Proops, then Japan had Jean Pearce—
someonewhotranscendedthe title of
“columnist” and became a media icon for
several generations of readers.

From 1964 Lo 2000, Pearce’s columns,
Readers’ Exchange (1964-75) and Getting
Things Done (1975-2000), were a staple of
The Japan Times. For foreign nationals liv-
ingin Japan inthe pre-intemet years, the col-
umns were a must-read. Ina warmandwitty
style, she served up information on myriad
topics, from the mundane to the life-chang-
ing. You never knew quite what to expect
when youtumed to Pearce’s page, but it was
always guaranieed Lo be a good read.
Tfacolumn sparked inrerest or contained
information that you thought might come
in handy, you cur it ou for furure reference

Although it may seem hard to believe to
with fellowwriter  those raised in the internet age, there were
Joanltohin 1984, surcly many forcign nationals out there
COURTESYOFIOAN  witha from
vionsRE  Pearce’s columns. The dearth ofinformation
— in English back in those days can be seen
fromthe factthat The Japan Times published
‘Shewasmy  two volumes of Pearce’s columns in book
inspiration [0 in the mid-19705 under the ile ‘Jean
andmentor, P How Lo Gel Things Done in Japan
Beverly Findlay Kaneko fondly remerm
Shewas  pers jean Pearce from herrime working in
aforeign  ihenewspapers op-eddeparimentasan edi-
womanwho  torand copywriter.
managedto ~_“WhenIworkedar The Japan Times inthe
carveout 19905 mydeparment handled her column.
She called and dropped by every so often
acareerim ., snile on her face. Her columns always
Japanand  grivedin eco-friendly packaging— recycled
keptitgoing envelopes. We all wentto The Japan Times
formany  30th Anniversary Gala for Getring Things
years.She Done,andlknewshe hadbeeninTolofora
will liveon  longtime But Iamstillurprisedishe was 96
h Reflecting on how she came to write the
Inmymost ¢y, in june 2000 Pearce wrote: “There

had been a Q&A column running in The
Japan Times forseveral years. A few days afier
Tarrived in Japan,ir was announced thatthe

ean, for helping us get things done

Jean Pearce, 1921-2017: an obituary

longout of university and living ina provincial
arca of Japan on training for my first real ol

Iwas also newly engaged toa Japanese man
whose family refused to meet me. Aside from
the obvious reason for their dissention |

writerwas leaving y
‘been hired, but when she left, I had a phone
callfromhe paper —by thenkneww several

wasa yalsodi the
10-year age gap between us and the fact that
we had got engaged 10 days after fisst meet-

AFWTisset to celebrate s 50th anniversary
in2019and owes muchto Pearce and Gelting
‘Things Done. Twenty years before Iwrote to
Pearce, another young forcign wornan witha
Japanese partner reached out for help.

Teeling solared in Niigata, American Joan
Troh wondered if there were other women
in (he same situation and tenratively wrote

ofthe people who worked th
first column appeared three clays later. lonlv
missed one deadline in the next 36 years.
was overseas and e il was delayed”

For every readerwhose query made it into
acolumn, there were many more to whom.
Pearce replicd privately. (A personal reply
was sent.on the condition that a stamped
addressed envelope hadbeen enclosed with
theirl have been

ingataCl month.

Ivaguely remenmbered that Pearce had
mentioned a support group for foreign
women with Japanese partners,so I wrote o
her for more details. Withina couple of weels
she replied, helping to link me up with a for-
cign wife in my area who was a wonderful
source of inspiration and encouragement.
Things eventually worked themselves out,

astronomical lt Tearce had covered them her-
self) Many years before I took over the pres-
ent-day incamation of Pearce’s column, Twas
one of those readers, anxiously scanningthe
‘pages of The Japan Times or my letterbox for
an amswer to my question

In early 1990 I'was a naive 20-year-old, not

his came roundandwe celebrated our
26thwedding anniversary earlier this year.
Thesupportgroup was AFW] (the Associa-
tion of Foreign Wives of Japanese). Irrespec-
tive of the original name, AFW) welcomes
foreign wormen ofany national orcultural ori-

e putoutthe callin her
cotumn, there was enough of a response to
merit a get- together at the Tokyo American
Club in the autumn of 1969. Once again,
Pearce helpfully publicized the meet-up in
her column, and the ofganizers were over-
whelmed when the numbers of foreign
women who showed up far exceeded their
expectations. APW] was on s way.

Now known as Joan Itoh Burk and based
in Canada, AFWJ's founderrecalls her friend-
ship with Pearce. “Over the years,Jean and 1
became close friends” Burk says. “When 1
moved to Tokyo, 1 found an apartment just
one block from where she lived. We sharec
few tears over the year

ginwhoare {or have been) in a
witha man orwornan oflapancsu muommy,

“Itwas Jean who encouraged me Lo write:

LAER PEARCE
LAGUNA HILLS, CALIFORNIA
SPECIALTO THE JAPAN TIMES

Jean Pearce, my mother, who for decades

was honored by the Tokyo American Club,
which named a meeting room after her.
1n 2000, just before saying goodbye to
Japan, she martied retired forelgn service
She

helped Japan's foreig; feel

fficer erman,

more at home i their adop
through her columns in The Japan Times,
passed away peacefully on June 14 atthe
age of 9 inWashington, D.C.

Born Jean Elizabeth Fassnacht in South
Bend, Indiana, in 1921, Jean was drawn to
foreign lands as a young girl, and took her
first steps toward satisfying her wander-
lust after graduating from Purdue Univer-
sity, when she moved to Washington to
work at the wartime State Department.

While her husband served as a subma-
tiner in the Pacific during World War I,
Jean finally realized her dream of living
someplace exotic, moving to Honolulu,
where she worked at a radio station.
Subsequent assignments led the family

chief of mis-
sion (DCM) of the US. Embassy in Tokyo
from 1977 t0 1981, Fittingly,their marriage
involved two ceremonies, a Japanese one
atthe local municipal office and an Ameri-
can one at the embassy, where all work
stopped as Japan's most famous journalist
married the embassy’s former DCM. They
thensettled in the Washington area.
Jean's final Japan Times column, writ-
ten on July 12, 2000, begins with a pas-
sage that serves as a very fittingeulogy:

When I firstarrived in Japan more than 40
vears ago, one of the frst words | earned
was sayonara and that it meant “good-
bye."As stayed on, | began to fearn that
dbye in the

to Turkey in the mid-1950s, then Japan
in 1958, which ultimately became her
home formore than 40 years.

sense of “til we meet again’ or “God watch
over you. as such phrases areused n the
West

JeanPearce with her
husband, BillSher-

For decades, she was perhaps the ayonara is if
second bestknown Americanin Japan, e wayitis,"with alittle implication  in2000. coI=TESY
PP US.ambas- thatif T CHRISTEARCE

sadors, including Edward O.Reischauer, | things must be different, pethaps there e
Sen. Mil former Hou iitbe other| i
Speaker Tom Foley, and Vice President time, in another future. ‘Please don't
Walter Mondale, who once toasted her That, I think is how | want to say feel unhappy
as “the best diplomat of usall” Herseries | goodbye. aboutm
of “Footloose in Tokya” books were y
favorites of tourists and longtime Tokyo | Sayonara, Jean. dePaﬂ‘.“'&
residents alike, s they unveiled secrets Jean's husband, Bill, passed away just Tam going
and surprises within walking distance of | weeks after his wife. Jean is survived toanew life
Tokyo's many commuter train stations. by sons Chris and Laer, fourgrandchil- witha person
She was an active memberoftheFor- | dren, one great-grandchild, and many whom Iove
eign Correspondents' Club of Japan,which | nieces and nephews from California to
she qualified for by writing articles for The : Maryland, all of whom know they were deeply, one
Wall Street Journal, South Bend Tribune blessed to havethe opportunitytoknow ~ Whoshares
and many other publications,and recently | and love this remarkable woman. my experience
and my
forThe Japan Times when theirfoodcolum-  how could another writer even begin to zg&':sﬂa“o“

nistleft” says Burk, who went on to author
the Rice Pacdy Gourmet column, “She was
my inspiration and mentor. She was a for
cign woman who managed Lo carve outa
career in Japan and kepr it going for many
‘vears. She will live on in my most treasured
memories.”

Pearce penned her final Gerring Things
Done column in July 2000 just before leav-
ing for the United States with new husband
William Sherman. Ina heanifelt message Lo
her readers,she wrote:

‘hope o fill those shoes? Instead, The Japan
Times changed the column to reflect the
shifting nature of life in Japan in the inter
net age, renaming it Lifelines,

Two wrirers, Angela Jeffs and Ken Joseph
Jr. co-wrote the coluumn for some years. Ash-
Tey Thompson then took over in the fateful
month of March 2011 before handing the
baton 1o me in 2013,

Lifelines currently runs once or twice a
month, with lawyers from the Tolyo Pub-
lic Law Office also contributing answers on
matters ofa legal nature.

It 1 my
readers that hasmademy workso fulfling for
somany years. And here [must say that Fean-
ot fin the words to tell you how much this
willaliwaysmean tome.

Pleasedon't feelunhappy aboutmy depar-
ture. Ium goingfo anew i with a pmun

Thelast couple of years of Jean Pearce's
colurmns are archived on the | Twebsite: www.
japantimes.cojjp/author/int-jean_pearce. If
you have  story about how Jean helped you
‘getthings done in Japan, please et us know.
Is b‘meu particula colummnyou emember

who leeply, one who.
rience. and my. apprecmnm of this cmumy

‘Asahoays please send allyourcom mrmnd
questions on anyissue elte i in Japan
foLifelin 0jp.

Getting mmgu Jean Pearce

Tributes to a woman who shaped the communlty S experlence of ]apan
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Source of help and friends|
Twas deeply saddened to learn of the death
of fean Pearce mr month in Washington.

experts, both inand our of government.
Bill Sherman, who had served as Ambas-
sador Mike Mansfield's deputv chief of mis-

Jean was a g hmywife, Joan,

onand itions, was

andme, ﬁndch?phy?dammponmr Tole in
‘making our three years in Tokyo sointerest:
ingand enjoyable.

When Joan and Tarrived in Tokyo in 1995,
we of course had no first-hand experience

nearthetop ofthis st Bilsave e mvaliable
advice, notonlyabout Japan and US. Japan
relations, butabout the intricacies of the State
Department and the embassyin Tokyo.
Evenwxrhllnsbue(e!(posuw l:ecoomzﬂd

of living in Japan and very few
riends. Jean Pearce was one of the firstresi-
dent Americansto reach outtous, offeringher
friendship, her near the

I.\c ervantand renarkble uonan being I
Jean Pearce hadlto leave Japar [ believe mar-
Tying Bill Sherm reason

ciry, and suggestions on interesting things to
see and doandinreresting people o know.
Mote important than the help and friend-
ship she extended to us s the tremendous
contribution she made overmany yearstothe
lives of thousands ofexpats living in Tokyo,
Jean's column in The Japan Times cased
e daily lives of newcormers and opened
‘many windows info fapanese society. Jean's
numerous books onthe local scene made an

When Jean left Japan in the summer of
2000afler 40 years in Japan, she gave up her
colurnm of 36 years. lam sure Tokyo hasnot
been the same since. We will miss her.

Twould like to add a word in remem-
brance of Bill Sherman, Jearis husband of 17
‘yearswho died this month, onlya fewweeks
afterJean's death. When Iwas nominated by
Presiclent Bill Clinton in 199310 80 10 Japan,
Isought out the best and brightest of Japan

Lodoso.
WALTER E. MONDALE
U5 Ambassador to Japan, 1993-96

Missed by friends and fans
Jean Pearce wasa dear friend and a journal-
ist whose knowledge of Japan was widely
respected by those who were privileged to
know herand/or to read her column.
Having had the chance to do both, Iean
say from personal experience how muchshe
will be missed by her friends and her fans
She was a great lady.

MICHAELARMACOST
US. Ambassador to Japan, 1989-93

Findinglove again at 80

Jean Pearce, whom I came to know when
Tlived in Japan for three years, was a really
good friend. She hacla great sense of humor
and perspective on the world, and was a

ing o Japan to help her packand move. She
toldme that she had hadlan email correspon-
dence for several years with Bill and that
when she was out of touch with him dur-
ingthe month she was at Leisure World he
became veryupset and suggested she move

She had an uncanny knack of anticipating
and answering my questions before I had.
evenarticulared them.

If Jean had been a citizen of Japan, she
would have beena contender for the honor
of being a National Living

toReston and live with him instead.

Sure enough, Bill came o Tokyo o help
Jean move. I got a call from Jean one day
when I was at work and she said Bill had
insisted that they get married. and they
wanted to do so inmy husband Toms's office
atthe chancellery. Tom was out ofLown so
someone gol a high ranking US. oflicial for
the ceremony and Bill and Jean came for

vards at the resicence. As Irecall
k

really kind and thought ful person.

‘WhatImost rememberabour Jeanwas her
getting married. She came o hunch one Sat-
urday after stayinga monthat Leisure World
in California near her son. Tlearned that she
felt that at 80 years of age she should retire.
She had also spenta month in Hawaii rent-
ingan apartment near herotherson. She was
in despair. She did not feel comfortable liv
ingnear eitherson. Isympathized burdidn't
know whatto suggesi.

Aweek larer she came to feceprion ar the
embassy and told me she had resolved her
dilemma and was going to live in Reston,
Virginia, with Bill Sherman. She was very
pleased with the iclea and said Bill was com:

ipm-archives.japantimes.co.jp/dpscripts/DpDetail.dlI?DpDispDetail

the a ale.

Jeanand Bill went backto Reston, sold the
‘house there and bought a beautiful apart-
ment overlooking the Potomac. Unfortu
nately. it had stairs and they moved again
a few years later to a one-story apartment.
buildingand later to assisted living.

They were such a perfect couple. It's so
sad to think they are no longer living They
looked after each otherso well

HEATHERS, FOLEY
wife of Thomas F. Foley, US. Ambassa-
dortolapan, 19972001

TrulyJapan’s national treasure
Tsend deepest condolences. Jean's column
servedas my guideand counselor on all mat

ters related Lo living in and enjoying Japan.

Treasure.
GEORGE R. PACKARD
President, US Japan Foundation

Abestfriend, agreat lega.
Jean was my best friend in Tokyo. I'm sure
that Iwasn't the only onethat felt that way.

Jean made Tokyo come alive
Jean Pearce made Tokyo come alive for gen-
erations of foreign residents, She was an
adventurer, an explorer who loved to find
the most unusual nooks and crannies and
make them accessible Lo foreigners who
spole every language except Japanese,
In her Japan Times columns and her
0oks, she gave detailed descriptions of
xh)mmuclu {downtown) neighborhoods,
ies, unique craft shops. nearby
restaurants — including one in Sanya she
tookus 1o that specialized in sakura i All

She was also a star, recognized wherever
shewent for herbooks, lecturesand columns
that helped readers betrer understand and
enjoylife inJapan.

We could always count on each other to
be ready to explore some aspect of Japa-
nese culture, whether ringing a temple bell
on New Year's Eve or visiting poet Matsuo
Basho's hur beside the Sumida River.

I remember one summer evening when
wevisited the crickersellers ata distant park.
As we walked, we could hear the crickets
singing longbefore we reached the vendors'
stalls. OF course, we couldn't resist buyinga
cricketand a little bamboo cage.

Such were the small and large delights of
friendship. Jean leaves an important legacy
‘Dehind

KRISTEN DEMING
wife of Rust Deming, Deputy Chief of
Mission, US. Embassy, Tokyo. 1993 1997

ofthese: bythe Yaman-
ote Line o the subway.

Jean loved Tokyo and wanted foreigners
tofeelat home in Japan and fieely answered
questions about living in Tokyo — where to
shop, where to eat, what some strange cus-
tom meant. She especially liked o §
the New Year's scason, which is special in
Japan, and held intimate New Year's Eve
soirees in her small apartment followed by
apilgrimage to the nearesttemple or shrine.

Jean opened windows to the pleasures of
participating in everyday life in Japan and.
made livingin Tokyo an adventure for all.

WILLIAM BREER
Deputy Chief of Mission, US. Embassy,
Tokyo, 1989-93

Send your personal tributes to and memories
of fean Pearce to lifelines@japantimes.co.jp.
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